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Overview

• Main purpose of this survey:

▪ Understand how small and mid-sized cities have been considering climate actions in 
their local planning

▪ How Small & Mid-sized cities are planning for GHG emissions reduction under the 
new climate element requirements of the Growth Management Act (GMA) adopted 
with the passage of HB 1181

• Sent to 64 small and mid-sized cities

▪ Survey was sent to all cities with population 6K-50K in 11 counties required to 
develop a GHG emissions reduction sub-element as per GMA

▪ Responses were received from 80% of the cities that were surveyed with at least 50% 
response rate from all 11 counties
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Climate Planning Efforts

Stacked bar charts representing percentage frequency of jurisdictions by county for consideration of climate action related plans and efforts (left) 
and the level of consideration of climate action in current comprehensive plan (right)
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Considered Strategies

Bar chart representing percentage frequency of jurisdictions for consideration of 
strategies to acquire GHG emissions information

Bar chart representing percentage frequency of jurisdictions for consideration of strategies 
to reduce GHG emissions
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Considered Approaches & Criteria

Stacked bar charts representing percentage frequency of jurisdictions by county for considered approaches to develop their GHG emissions reduction 
sub-element (left) and key prioritization criteria for evaluating potential GHG emissions reduction measures (right)
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Opportunities & Constraints

Bar chart representing percentage frequency of responses for main challenges (left) and key opportunities (right) anticipated by respondents while developing the GHG emissions 
reduction measures for their jurisdiction (participants were asked to select up to 3 options)
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Community Engagement & Equity

Bar chart representing percentage frequency of jurisdictions for strategies being 
considered to empower local residents and meaningfully engage them in the 
planning process for GHG emissions reduction

Bar chart representing percentage frequency of jurisdictions for strategies being considered to 
engage most vulnerable or historically marginalized population groups in the planning process for 
GHG emissions reduction
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Commerce Guidance

Intermediate Guidance Climate Program

https://deptofcommerce.box.com/s/fpg3h0lbwln2ctqjg7jg802h54ie19jx
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/growth-management-topics/climate-change-2/
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Other Useful Resources

GHG Emissions InventoriesClimate Change and Resilience Guidance

Add QR Code

• Kitsap County

• King County

• Pierce County

• Snohomish County

https://pscleanair.gov/DocumentCenter/View/3328/PSCAA-GHG-Emissions-Inventory
https://www.psrc.org/media/6869
https://www.kitsap.gov/dcd/Kitsap_climate_assessment/Kitsap%20County%20GHG%20Final%20Report.pdf
https://your.kingcounty.gov/dnrp/climate/documents/2022/king-county-geographic-ghg-emissions-inventory-and-wedge-report-09-2022.pdf
https://www.piercecountywa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/118357/2022_GeographicInventory_Report_FINAL
https://www.snohomishcountywa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/106055/GHG-Emiss-Inventory-SC19-00-03_GeoEmissionsReport?bidId=
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