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Overview

» Main purpose of this survey:

= Understand how small and mid-sized cities have been considering climate actions in
their local planning

= How Small & Mid-sized cities are planning for GHG emissions reduction under the
new climate element requirements of the Growth Management Act (GMA) adopted
with the passage of HB 1181

» Sent to 64 small and mid-sized cities

= Survey was sent to all cities with population 6K-50K in 11 counties required to
develop a GHG emissions reduction sub-element as per GMA

= Responses were received from 80% of the cities that were surveyed with at least 50%
response rate from all 11 counties
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Climate Planning Efforts

County [ Benton Clark M combined [ Franklin [ King | Kitsap =  Pierce
Skagit Snohomish [ Spokane [ Thurston Whatcom
Consideration of climate action related plans/efforts Level of climate action consideration in comp. plan

21%

Comp Plan Climate/Sust Chapter 71%
[N I Strongly considered

Climate Action Plan I

27%

Climate Resolutions

l Partially considered

Limited consideration 29%
None 15% . ,7,
Sustainability Plan 8% Not considered 23%
0 20 40 60 0 10 20 30
% frequency % frequency

Stacked bar charts representing percentage frequency of jurisdictions by county for consideration of climate action related plans and efforts (left)
and the level of consideration of climate action in current comprehensive plan (right)

WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 3)



Considered Strategies

Consideration of strategies to acquire GHG emissions information Consideration of strategies to reduce GHG emissions

86%

Multi-modal transportation

Comp plan emission reduction goals/policies 75%
Promoting infill _ 1%
VMT reduction goals/policies B7% Reduce GHG emissions in municipal operations _67%
- Electric vehicle infrastructure _ 679
GHG Emission Inventory - 54% &
Transit oriented development -
GHG Reduction Targets - % Green building incentives - 33%
. . _— 0%
VMT Studies 429% Solid waste reduction and diversion -
Other . 15%
None Sustainable agriculture demo
0 20 40 60 0 25 50 75
% frequency % frequency
Bar chart representing percentage frequency of jurisdictions for consideration of Bar chart representing percentage frequency of jurisdictions for consideration of strategies
strategies to acquire GHG emissions information to reduce GHG emissions
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Considered Approaches & Criteria

County [ Benton Clark ™ combined [ Franklin M King | Kitsap Pierce

Skagit Snohomish [ Spokane [ Thurston Whatcom

Development of GHG emissions reduction sub-element Top criteria to prioritize GHG reduction measures

Cost

83% Public support

Effectiveness

Regional collaboration 58% Technical feasibility
Equity

Legal authority

Consultant services

In-house expertise 23% Co-benefits
Timeframe of implementation
Unintended impacts
Other 8% Timeframe of effectiveness
Other
0 20 40 60 80 0 20 40 60
% frequency % frequency

Stacked bar charts representing percentage frequency of jurisdictions by county for considered approaches to develop their GHG emissions reduction
sub-element (left) and key prioritization criteria for evaluating potential GHG emissions reduction measures (right)
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Opportunities & Constraints

Challenges while developing GHG reduction measures Opportunities while developing GHG reduction measures
Implementation Financial constraints 73% Govt. incentives 61%
In-house technical expertise _ 67% Integrating with climate resilience measures 58%
Negotiating between conflicting priorities _ 54% Cleaner transportation options 46%
Strong public interest -25‘V
Gathering accurate data for monitoring 44% ap ’
Nature-based solutions -23%
Educating and including public 31%
Green industries -21%
i 0,
Leadership support 19% Other I 6%
Other 10% Circular economy I4%
20 40 60 0 20 40 60
% frequency % frequency

Bar chart representing percentage frequency of responses for main challenges (left) and key opportunities (right) anticipated by respondents while developing the GHG emissions
reduction measures for their jurisdiction (participants were asked to select up to 3 options)
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Community Engagement & Equity

Strategies to engage residents while planning to reduce GHG emissions Strategies to engage vulnerable or marginalized population while planning to reduce GHG emissions

Citizen advisory committees/workgroups 65%

Community leaders and local advocacy group identification 61%

Community-based group partnership 50%

Public meeting materials in multiple languages

Training 42%
Representation in community advisory panel and/or focus group
Engagement efforts assessment
Other Targeted first-person accounts
Formalizing community-based planning Other
Translational services
None
None
0 20 40 60
40 60 % frequency
% frequency
Bar chart representing percentage frequency of jurisdictions for strategies being Bar chart representing percentage frequency of jurisdictions for strategies being considered to
considered to empower local residents and meaningfully engage them in the engage most vulnerable or historically marginalized population groups in the planning process for
planning process for GHG emissions reduction GHG emissions reduction
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Commerce Guidance

Intermediate Guidance
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Climate Element
Planning Guidance

December 2023 — Intermediate Version

Climate Program

SCAN ME
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. Climate Program

This page contains planning guidance, grants and other
resources for developing a comprehensive plan climate
element that mitigates greenhouse gas emissions and builds

community resilience



https://deptofcommerce.box.com/s/fpg3h0lbwln2ctqjg7jg802h54ie19jx
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/growth-management-topics/climate-change-2/

Other Useful Resources

Climate Change and Resilience Guidance GHG Emissions Inventories

VISION 2050 PLANNING RESOURCES
Climate Change and
Resilience Guidance

Kitsap County

King County

Pierce County

« Snohomish County
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https://pscleanair.gov/DocumentCenter/View/3328/PSCAA-GHG-Emissions-Inventory
https://www.psrc.org/media/6869
https://www.kitsap.gov/dcd/Kitsap_climate_assessment/Kitsap%20County%20GHG%20Final%20Report.pdf
https://your.kingcounty.gov/dnrp/climate/documents/2022/king-county-geographic-ghg-emissions-inventory-and-wedge-report-09-2022.pdf
https://www.piercecountywa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/118357/2022_GeographicInventory_Report_FINAL
https://www.snohomishcountywa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/106055/GHG-Emiss-Inventory-SC19-00-03_GeoEmissionsReport?bidId=
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https://www.commerce.wa.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/WAStateCommerce/
https://twitter.com/WaStateCommerce
https://www.linkedin.com/company/893804
https://www.instagram.com/wastatecommerce/
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