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New Climate Law (2023)
Growth Management Act adds Climate Element
RCW 36.70A
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Climate planning is a new goal 
of the Growth Management Act 

New Climate Element 
(Chapter 228, 2023 Laws)

Adds mandatory sub-elements: 
• Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction

mandatory for 11 counties and their 
cities over 6,000 pop. 

• Resilience mandatory for all fully 
planning jurisdictions. 

Applicable counties 
and their cities 2025 2026 2029

Benton X

Clark X

Franklin X

King X

Kitsap X

Pierce X

Skagit X

Snohomish X

Spokane X

Thurston X

Whatcom X

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1181-S2.SL.pdf?q=20230526154156
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Intermediate Climate Element Planning 
Guidance
• Guidance is available online
• Intermediate guidance is based on new law (HB 1181)
• Section 1 will be translated into eight languages – Available in Feb.

Climate 
policy team

Public 
participation plan

Draft climate 
element

Plan 
integration

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/growth-management-topics/climate-change/
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Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reduction 
sub-element 
How to achieve GHG emission reductions?
Evaluations,  inventories and goals & policies

Pathway 1
GHG emission estimates

Pathway 2
Vehicle miles traveled 
(VMT) study/evaluation

Pathway 3
Emission inventories

Develop GHG reduction goals and policies using Ecology 
framework and sample measures in Section 5

Develop specific VMT/GHG reduction goals and policies. 
Only transportation emission sources are evaluated.

Develop GHG reduction goals and policies based on 
emission inventory modeling results.

Integrate goals and 
policies into a 
comprehensive plan
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Resilience sub-element

Step 1
Explore 
climate 
impacts

Step 2
Audit plan 
and policies

Step 3
Assess 
vulnerability 
and risk

Step 5
Integrate 
goals and 
policies

Step 4
Pursue pathways

Pathway 1
Select and/or adopt existing 
goals and policies

Pathway 2
Develop new goals and 
policies

Pathway 3
Update and adopt hazard 
mitigation plan
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Searchable Attributes:
• Measures (goals and policies) 
• Type (Resilience or Mitigation)
• Supplemental information
• Climate Sector
• Comprehensive Plan Element
• Grouping/pairing
• Implementation tools
• Progress tracking

Climate Measures
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New roles for Commerce
City/County may submit 
climate GHG emissions 
reduction sub-element 
for approval

• Applicable to cities/counties required 
to include sub-element

• Effective date would be when 
approved by Commerce

• Appeals to the Growth Management 
Hearings Board would be limited to 
non-compliance with guidance.

• GHG reduction element not subject to 
administrative or judicial appeal  
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Introducing (new) 
Climate & Ecosystem Section, GMS

Sarah Fox
Section Manager

Mary Miller
Tribal Climate 

Resilience Program

Michael Burnham
Policy Team Manager

Stacey 
Clauson

Senior Planner

Pranjali Rai
Senior Planner

Alicia McAfee
(AmeriCorps)

Angela San 
Filippo

Ecosystem Services 
Manager

David Pater
Senior Planner

Tara Newman
Senior Planner

Noelle Madera
Operations Team 

Manger

Debra Srebnik
Analyst

Gary Idleburg
Senior Planner

Kathleen 
Weinand

Senior Planner



New Housing Laws (2022-
2023)
Growth Management Act adds Climate Element
RCW 36.70A



WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 12

GMS HOUSING SECTION

Housing 
Planning 
and Data

Residential 
Infill

Program

Connecting 
Housing to 

Infrastructure 
Program 

(CHIP) 
Manager: Anne.Fritzel@commerce.wa.gov



WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 13

• Technical assistance to allocate 
countywide housing needs

• Review of ordinances for 
emergency housing, permanent 
supportive housing and transitional 
housing (Model ordinance coming)

• Data support for racially disparate 
impacts and displacement

Housing Planning and Data Program

Manager: Laura.Hodgson@commerce.wa.gov

NEW GRANT OPPORTUNITY
Grants for “Coordinating Low Income 
Housing Planning, (CLIHP)”  
(see our grants page)
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• Technical assistance to address 
middle housing and ADU 
requirements

• Review of ordinances for middle 
housing and ADUs

• MFTE support, tracking and auditing 
(New legislative report on MFTE)

• Grants:
• Middle housing (2023-2025)
• Transit-oriented development 

planning (2021-2025) 

Residential Infill Program

Lead: Dave.Osaki@commerce.wa.gov



Resources & Funding
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• Administering $100 M in  grants 
statewide to support 
infrastructure connections to 
affordable housing (pipes and 
fees)

• Technical assistance to address 
waived system connection fees

Connecting Housing to Infrastructure Program (CHIP) 

www.commerce.wa.gov\chip

• First round of awards to be 
announced in January 2024

• Another, smaller round to open in 
fall of 2024
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Climate & Ecosystem Grant Programs
Climate Planning Grants

• $25M this biennium (2023-2025) as formula grants
• Fully planning cities and counties are eligible
• 2025 and 2026 jurisdictions – contracts in progress 

Community Based Organization Grants
• $5M this biennium as completive program
• Currently in the EJ Assessment phase as required of new grants

Tribal Climate Resilience Grants
• $750k this biennium to all federally recognized tribes
• $13M competitive grant program will launch this spring
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Upcoming Grant Programs
Salmon Recovery Grants

• $25M this biennium (2023-2025) as formula grants

• Fully planning cities and counties are eligible

• 2025 and 2026 jurisdictions – contracts in progress 

Local Permitting Assistance Grants
• $5M this biennium as completive program

• Currently in the EJ Assessment phase as required of new grants
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Upcoming Technical Resources
• UGA Guidebook Update
• Rural Element Guidebook Update
• Local Project Review Guidance Update
• Model Standards for Permanent Supportive Housing
• Statewide Zoning Atlas Project
• University-based planning assistance



Thank you!

www.commerce.wa.gov

Sarah Fox 
CLIMATE & ECOSYSTEM SECTION MANAGER

Sarah.fox@commerce.wa.gov

360.725.3114

Michael Burnham
CLIMATE POLICY MANAGER

Michael.Burnham@commerce.wa.gov

Noelle Madera
CLIMATE OPERATIONS MANAGER

Noelle.Madera@commerce.wa.gov

Angela San Filippo
ECOSYSTEM TEAM MANAGER

Angela.SanFilippo@commerce.wa.gov

https://twitter.com/WaStateCommerce
https://www.facebook.com/WAStateCommerce/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/893804
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/
https://www.instagram.com/wastatecommerce/
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