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Key Issues for Plan Updates

o Lots of interest and questions 
about plan updates!

o Starting place to highlight the 
topics we are hearing about 
the most

o Comp plans cover a lot of 
topics, many shared issues 
across the region

o City and county staff are your 
local experts
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PSRC & Local Jurisdictions
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• PSRC has met with close to 70% of jurisdictions

• 10 Passport to 2044 events with over 1,000 
attendees
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Key Topics in Comprehensive Plans



Community Engagement

• Traditional outreach methods often only 
reach a subset of community members

• New models for community engagement 
exist in our region

• Many jurisdictions are going above and 
beyond requirements to hear from more 
community members
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• Who has not been included in the 
planning process?

• What tools can your community use to 
hear from more people?

• How are you reflecting community input in 
the plan?

Key Questions for Local Plans
Resources to Learn More

PSRC: Equitable Community 
Engagement for 
Comprehensive Plans
MRSC: Equitable Community 
Engagement
IAP2: Public Participation 
Toolbox

Community Engagement
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https://www.psrc.org/media/5933
https://www.psrc.org/media/5933
https://www.psrc.org/media/5933
https://mrsc.org/stay-informed/mrsc-insight/september-2022/equitable-community-engagement-in-comprehensive-pl
https://mrsc.org/stay-informed/mrsc-insight/september-2022/equitable-community-engagement-in-comprehensive-pl
https://icma.org/sites/default/files/305431_IAP2%20Public%20Participation%20Toolbox.pdf
https://icma.org/sites/default/files/305431_IAP2%20Public%20Participation%20Toolbox.pdf


Regional Growth
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Source: PSRC, 2018 Regional Macroeconomic Forecast

• We’re planning for 1.4 million more 
people 

• VISION 2050 establishes a framework 
for regional growth 

• 2044 population, housing, and 
employment growth targets for 
communities have been set through 
the countywide process

Historic and Forecast Regional Population and 
Employment Growth



Key Questions for Local Plans
Resources to Learn More

Growth Targets: 
King
Kitsap
Pierce
Snohomish

PSRC: TOD guidance

• Where do you want growth in your 
community and what should it look 
like? 

• How is your community supporting 
growth in downtowns, other centers, 
and areas well-served by transit?
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Regional Growth

https://kingcounty.gov/depts/executive/performance-strategy-budget/regional-planning/CPPs.aspx
https://www.kitsapgov.com/dcd/Pages/Kitsap-Countywide-Planning-Policies.aspx
https://www.piercecountywa.gov/1781/Pierce-County-Regional-Council
https://snohomishcountywa.gov/5782/Countywide-Planning-Policies
https://www.psrc.org/media/6918


Housing Affordability
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• We need 800k more housing units, and region is behind on housing 
production

• Housing requirements have changed since the last update
• Many communities will need more capacity and new tools for affordability

Population Growth vs Housing Production by Decade



Housing Affordability
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• How much housing does your 
community need to plan for?

• What barriers exist today for 
developing more affordable housing?

• What tools for housing affordability 
does has your community adopted?

• How does your community envision 
meeting your housing needs?

Key Questions for Local Plans

Resources to Learn More

Commerce: Planning for 
Housing
PSRC: Housing Incentives and 
Tools Survey
PSRC: Housing Innovations 
Program

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/growth-management-topics/planning-for-housing/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/growth-management-topics/planning-for-housing/
https://www.psrc.org/our-work/housing-incentives-and-tools-survey
https://www.psrc.org/our-work/housing-incentives-and-tools-survey
https://www.psrc.org/our-work/housing-innovations-program-hip
https://www.psrc.org/our-work/housing-innovations-program-hip


Racial Inequities
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• Past and current housing 
practices have perpetuated 
substantial inequities in 
wealth, ownership, and 
opportunity

• BIPOC households tend to pay 
a greater share of their 
income on housing than white 
households

Homeownership by Race/Ethnicity and Income, 2013-2017



Racial Inequities
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• What is the displacement risk in your 
community?

• What is your community doing to 
assess disparities that exist today?

• Has your jurisdiction committed to 
prioritizing equity and eliminating 
past harms?

Key Questions for Local PlansResources to Learn More

PSRC: Planning for Equity
Commerce: Racially Disparate 
Impacts Guidance
King County: Resources for 
Documenting the Local History 
of Racially Exclusive and 
Discriminatory Land Use and 
Housing Practices

https://www.psrc.org/our-work/equity
https://deptofcommerce.app.box.com/s/1l217l98jattb87qobtw63pkplzhxege
https://deptofcommerce.app.box.com/s/1l217l98jattb87qobtw63pkplzhxege
https://kingcounty.gov/~/media/depts/community-human-services/housing-homelessness-community-development/documents/affordable-housing-committee/Resources/ResourcesforDocumentingRaciallyExclusiveandDiscriminatoryLandUseandHousingPractices_5,-d-,23.ashx?la=en
https://kingcounty.gov/~/media/depts/community-human-services/housing-homelessness-community-development/documents/affordable-housing-committee/Resources/ResourcesforDocumentingRaciallyExclusiveandDiscriminatoryLandUseandHousingPractices_5,-d-,23.ashx?la=en
https://kingcounty.gov/~/media/depts/community-human-services/housing-homelessness-community-development/documents/affordable-housing-committee/Resources/ResourcesforDocumentingRaciallyExclusiveandDiscriminatoryLandUseandHousingPractices_5,-d-,23.ashx?la=en
https://kingcounty.gov/~/media/depts/community-human-services/housing-homelessness-community-development/documents/affordable-housing-committee/Resources/ResourcesforDocumentingRaciallyExclusiveandDiscriminatoryLandUseandHousingPractices_5,-d-,23.ashx?la=en
https://kingcounty.gov/~/media/depts/community-human-services/housing-homelessness-community-development/documents/affordable-housing-committee/Resources/ResourcesforDocumentingRaciallyExclusiveandDiscriminatoryLandUseandHousingPractices_5,-d-,23.ashx?la=en


Climate Change

• Urgent environmental, economic, 
and equity threat requiring 
coordinated action

• Substantial emission reduction 
goals for 2030 and 2050

• VISION addresses climate change

• New legislation (HB 1181) will 
require a stand-alone climate 
element by 2029

Sources of Transportation Emissions
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• What are the biggest climate hazards 
for your community?

• What strategies is your jurisdiction 
using to reduce transportation-
related emissions? 

• Do you have a climate element in 
your existing comprehensive plan? 

Key Questions for Local PlansResources to Learn More

Commerce comprehensive 
plan guidance (draft)

Menu of model policies
PSRC Climate Change guidance
Puget Sound Hazard Mapping
County Emissions Inventory
Passport to 2044 recording

Climate Change
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https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/growth-management-topics/climate-change/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/growth-management-topics/climate-change/
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/publish?EQBCT=52e61b597e1241289af0460640cdd0ce
https://www.psrc.org/media/6869
https://psregcncl.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=0775a678df3741788b4ad2fd4d97c09d
https://www.psrc.org/planning-2050/vision/vision-2050-planning-resources
https://www.psrc.org/boards-committees/upcoming-meetings/meeting/2022/august/passport-2044-climate-workshop-webinar


Transit Investments
• The region is making generational investments 

in high-capacity transit

• The Regional Growth Strategy has ambitious 
goals for growth around transit

• All communities should be planning for transit 
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Transit Investments
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• What should transit in your 
community look like?

• What multimodal investments is your 
community making to support transit, 
walking and biking? 

• How are you working with transit 
agencies and other partners? 

Key Questions for Local Plans
Resources to Learn More

PSRC: Transportation 
Visualization Tool
PSRC: Transportation Guidance
Commerce: Transportation 
Element Guide

https://www.psrc.org/planning-2050/regional-transportation-plan/transportation-system-visualization-tool
https://www.psrc.org/planning-2050/regional-transportation-plan/transportation-system-visualization-tool
https://www.psrc.org/planning-2050/vision/vision-2050-planning-resources
https://deptofcommerce.app.box.com/s/erocgtpv3acyxv2m9bcb59c38s13qqjb
https://deptofcommerce.app.box.com/s/erocgtpv3acyxv2m9bcb59c38s13qqjb


Your Opportunity
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• The region is growing and changing
• Every community has a role to play
• Shared goals around climate 

change
• Urgent need for more affordable 

housing
• Major public investments in 

transportation



Thank you!
Liz Underwood-Bultmann, AICP
Principal Planner
Lunderwood-Bultmann@psrc.org

Maggie Moore
Senior Planner
Mmoore@psrc.org
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