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2020

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR AXIS RESIDENTS

Try Transit — Get Your
One-Month Pass!

We have a special welcome kit waiting for you, full of fun goodies, safe riding essentials and
the information you need to start commuting like a pro — plus a pre-paid fare pass good for
one full month.

Claim your welcome kit today. Sty ansle

communitytransit.org/AxisOffer =
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Residential Program

Transit Boardings Generated
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To Where They Want to Be

ATTACK TRIGGERS ALARM

Russia has now seized the biggest
nuclear power plantin Europe, A4

THE DAILY

id

THE LATEST

FROM STATE

Find the scores for
local girls & boys
prep basketball
teams, B1

SATURDAY, 03.05.2022

EVERETT, WASHINGTON e
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$1.00 (HIGHER IN OUTLYING AREAS)

By 2044, county population could he 1.1IM

Snohomish County

is planning how to
accommodate newcomers.
Here are 4 takeaways from
newly adopted growth targets.

By CLaupia Yaw
Herald Writer

EVERETT — The year 2044 is
going to be crowded in Snohom-
ish County.

By then, over 308,000 new
people are projected to live here,
pushing the total population past
1.1 million, according to growth
targets adopted by the County

Council last week. That growth is
expected to be paired with 171,800
new jobs, for a total of more than
467,000.

Years in the making, the growth
targets will inform the county’s
2024 comprehensive plan, last
updated in 2015.

That may sound boring. But the
plan will have far-ranging impacts
on how the region will transform
as it braces for more people than
ever. Where officials expect those
newcomers to live and work will
determine how dollars are invested
into roads, housing, schools and
maore,

A Daily Herald reporter took the
time to learn all about it — tuning

into council meetings and reading
63 pages of related documents —
so0 you don't have to.

Here are four takeaways:

1. Transit will guide 50%
of the county’s growth

The county’s new growth targets
solidify what officials realized
around 2017: Newcomers aren't all
funnelling to Everett, the county’s
core metro area and largest city by
alongshot.

In the last round of growth
targets, councilmembers priori-
tized Everett to absorb the bulk of
the county’s growth, citing better
zoning and a hope that denser

neighborhoods would help guide
light rail expansion. But newcom-
ers have instead been filling in
areas along a broader corridor in
the southwest corner of Snohom-
ish County, including Everett’s fast-
growing suburbs. The trend called
for the creation of a brand desig-
nation within the growth targets,
called “high-capacity transit
communities.

The category includes the cities
of Arlington, Edmonds, Marysville,
Mill Creek, Mountlake Terrace and
Mukilteo, as well as unincorpo-
rated parts of south county.

The county expects those areas
to accomodate half of the county’s
total population growth.

“What we're seeing, then, is
most cities will have significant
efforts ahead of them,” Stephen
Toy, a county long range planner,
told councilmembers earlier this
year.

Sound Transit Link light rail is
creeping north into Snohomish
County. By the 2040s, a string of
stations should be in place from
Lynnwood to Everett. And bus
rapid transit will soon serve the
I-405 corridor from Lynnwood to
Bothell.

This year, lawmakers are mulling
over other big transportation invest-
ments in buses, ferries and rail.

See COUNTY, Page A2
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