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MORE THAN

11,100
units of

affordable housing
designed

39
employees who have 

a genuine and sincere passion 
about working 

on mission-driven projects

45
years of operation, 
serving primarily 

affordable housing developers 
and other non-profit clients



Plaza Roberto Maestas – Project Overview



Site – Former Surface Parking Lot



Program

112 units 
of affordable housing

Seven-classroom child 
development center

Smaller 
ground-floor retail

Opportunities for 
micro-businesses

Multi-use 
cultural center



Plaza Roberto Maestas – Early Planning



Neighborhood Plan – North Beacon Hill Neighborhood Plan Goals

• A well defined mixed-use residential neighborhood where the lives of residents are enhanced through affordable and diverse 
housing options available throughout the neighborhood. 

• A vibrant mix of housing close to the light rail station.
• An urban village with a strong overall business district image and identity that is home to a variety of commercial services,

including a grocery store and a mix of small, local and ethnic businesses.
• A range of well-maintained parks, community and open spaces in the urban village core with programs that accommodate a 

variety of uses and diversity of users. 

• North Beacon Hill is an active and safe neighborhood for a diversity of people, throughout the day and evening. 

• A civic gathering space appropriate and flexible for the diversity of cultures living in the neighborhood. 
• Higher density development surrounds the light rail station and is responsive to the neighborhood context at a variety of 

scales, from single family houses to multistory buildings.

• A redevelopment of El Centro de la Raza that builds on the site’s history and serves as a defining civic element of the 
Town Center. 

• A Town Center urban form that transitions from denser development at the Town Center core to less dense and single-family 
residential neighborhoods in a manner that is responsive to the context and character of the North Beacon Hill neighborhood.

• An urban village that is a pleasant place to walk, with good access to alternative transportation; where lively, friendly and safe 
streetscapes encourage pedestrians and bicyclists and where roadways are seen as public access for walkers, bicycles, and 
buses as well as cars. 



North Beacon Hill Residential Urban Village:
Existing Zoning (prior to 2012)



North Beacon Hill Residential Urban Village: 
Proposed Zoning Changes



Results



Community Engagement



Vision

As a community-oriented project, Plaza Roberto 
Maestas responds to multiple goals outlined in the 
North Beacon Hill Neighborhood Plan including: 

• Contributing to a well defined mixed-use 
residential neighborhood; 

• Creating a civic gathering space appropriate and 
flexible for the diversity of cultures living in the 
neighborhood; 

• Providing higher density development near 
transit; and 

• Adding to a mix of available housing options.



Plaza Roberto Maestas: 
Summary of Community Engagement Meetings 

• Community Engagement Meeting on 6/19/2012

• Beacon Hill Merchants Association on 7/21/2012

• Community Center Charrette on 12/10/2012

• Community Informational Meeting on 2/21/2013

• Community Informational Meeting (Update Prior to 
EDG Mtg) on 2/3/2014

• Community Meeting on Colors and Materials on 
6/5/2014

• South Entry Open House on 6/12/14

• Community Meeting on Parking on 6/19/2014

• Public Meeting Presentation on 8/19/14



Plaza Roberto Maestas - Program





José Martí Child Development Center Ground-Floor Commercial



Food Cart VendorsCultural Center





Affordable Housing Office Space







Plaza Art



“El Centro de la Raza has created a model for the 

whole country with Plaza Roberto Maestas. 

Throughout the planning, El Centro invited and 

incorporated input from the surrounding community, 

neighborhood businesses, and potential residents. 

Their unique integrated approach resulted in a plan for 

affordable housing that leverages public investment in 

transit and green building, while strengthening the 

quality of life and preserving the cultural traditions of 

Seattle’s Latino and other diverse communities.”

– ENRIQUE CERNA
Emmy award winning broadcast journalist



12th Avenue Arts – Project Overview



Site – Former Surface Parking Lot



Program

88 units 
of affordable housing

Two black-box
theaters 

Ground-floor 
restaurants

Office space and 
conference rooms

Seattle Police
parking garage



12th Avenue Arts – Community Engagement



12th Avenue Arts: 
Summary of Community Engagement Meetings 

• Arts Advisory Committee Meetings (monthly in 2011)

• Neighborhood Workgroups (multiple)

• Pike-Pine Urban Neighborhood Council 11/9/2011

• Capitol Hill Retail Meeting 4/6/2012

• City Stakeholder 2/13/2013



Community Support



Groundbreaking



12th Avenue Arts – Program





Ground Level Commercial Space Seattle Police Department Parking



TheatersLobby





Office Space Community Meeting Rooms





Affordable Housing





“To ensure that the housing is actually 

owned by us, the community. Why 

housing? Because it’s a basic necessity of 

life. Why the arts? Because it inspires us 

to live.”
– REP.  FRANK CHOPP

WA Representative, 43rd District
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