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PSRC Forecast Tools

PSRC develops forecasting tools and products for use in the Regional Transportation Plan, VISION 
updates and that support local planning

• Macroeconomic Forecasts
• Land Use Forecasts (LUV products)
• Travel Demand Models (SoundCast)

Updates for these tools are generally connected with Regional Products like VISION & the RTP
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Regional Economic Forecasts

PSRC has a regional macro-forecast tool that estimates large scale macro-economic activity

• Regional level estimate of Population, 
Households and Jobs for use in more detailed 
modeling. 

• Current forecast is from 2018 and was the basis 
for both VISION 2050 and the Regional 
Transportation Plan.

• Updated every 4 years or as conditions warrant
• Current update is still pending as we await a 

“new-normal” but is slated for Spring 2023

• PSRC is considering purchasing a product (from 
a company like REMI, Woods & Poole or PSEF) due 
to the extreme sensitivity of forecasts due to 
COVID.
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Land Use Vision Products

PSRC uses its Land Use Model (UrbanSim) and local target setting to establish land use forecasts for 
use in detailed modeling

• Land Use Vision Products are released every 5 
years and reflect the latest demographic 
assumptions for use by local jurisdictions in 
Comprehensive Planning and are consistent 
with the latest Regional Growth Strategy.

• Current Product is due out in Winter 2023 and 
will replace the current Land Use Vision Product 
(LUV2) for use in local planning

• The LUV2 product is still based on VISION 2040 
and as such we highly encourage agencies to 
work with us if the need modeling inputs 
sooner than this winter

PSRC has versions of the Land Use used for VISION 2050 & the RTP that are available for 
agencies to use now and many agencies have requested and used them in their work.
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Travel Demand Model Products

PSRC uses it Activity Based Model SoundCast to analyze the Regional Transportation Plan

• SoundCast is updated continuously but major 
releases are every 4-years for use in the RTP

• Each release is re-estimated using the latest 
Household Travel Survey (for the RTP it was the 
2017/2019 surveys)

• Models are calibrated and validated using 
survey results, traffic counts, travel times and 
transit boardings by mode and operator

• Household Travel Surveys are timed to provide 
information at a reasonable time to estimate 
changes in travel behavior.

• The 2023 Household Travel Survey will be the 
basis for the first RTP with “post-COVID” travel  
behavior in it.

SoundCast is always the most current tool reflective of the Region’s long-range planning
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Questions: chelmann@psrc.org
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