
HOUSING AFFORDABILITY IN THE 
CENTRAL PUGET SOUND REGION

Want to learn more about PSRC’s housing work? 
Please visit www.psrc.org/housing or scan the QR code to learn 
more about regional housing efforts.

What Factors Impact Affordability?
A number of factors affect the cost of renting or purchasing a home. In the central Puget Sound region, economic, 
demographic, and land use factors have led to an increasingly competitive housing market.

What are the Impacts of Rising Housing Costs?
Growth in the region has contributed to increased housing costs, but these increases are not uniform throughout the 
region. Low-income households in particular are most affected by rising housing costs.

Metro Area Home Prices and Rents

A household needs to earn $150,000 to afford a median-priced home. 
That is equivalent to six full time jobs at minimum wage.
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Just over 3 new homes 
were added to the housing 
supply every hour in 2019.

The region added more than 

6 jobs every hour in 2018.
Household size is expected 
to decrease from 2.50 to 
2.36 people by 2050. 

1 in 5 of the region’s 
residents live in walking 
distance to current or 
future high-capacity 
transit.

Nearly 2/3 of housing 
units are zoned detached 
single-family, often the 
most expensive home 
ownership option.
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White households are four times 
more likely to own a home than  
a household of color.

1 in 5 renters pay more than 50% of 
their income on housing.

3 in 5 low-income renters pay more 
than 50% of their income on housing.

Source: CHAS, 2014


