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New Business Programs & Data Resources
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Today’s Workshop Features…
New Programs:

• Business Formation Statistics 

• Pulse Survey

• Annual Business Survey 

New Resources:

• Covid-19 Data Hub

• data.census.gov

Quick Access to Your Data:

Business Formation Statistics –
https://www.census.gov/econ/bfs/index.html

Pulse Survey –
https://www.census.gov/data/experimental-
data-products/small-business-pulse-
survey.html

Annual Business Survey –
https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/abs.html

Covid-19 Data Hub–
https://covid19.census.gov/

Data Search –
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/

https://www.census.gov/econ/bfs/index.html
https://www.census.gov/data/experimental-data-products/small-business-pulse-survey.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/abs.html
https://covid19.census.gov/
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/


Business Formation Statistics
• New public-use data product
• Joint collaboration with

• Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System
• Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta
• University of Maryland
• University of Notre Dame

• Available data
• National, State, Regional level 
• Quarterly
• Weekly
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Additional resources:

“Early-Stage Business 
Formation: An Analysis of 
Applications for Employer 
Identification Numbers”

By: Bayard, Dinlersoz, Dunne, Haltiwanger, 
Miranda, Stevens (2018)

https://www.census.gov/library/working-
papers/2018/adrm/bfs_FEB2018.html

FRED mobile app –
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/fred-

mobile/index.php?utm_source=census&ut
m_medium=website&utm_campaign=mob

ile_app

Business Formation Statistics 

https://www.census.gov/library/working-papers/2018/adrm/bfs_FEB2018.html
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/fred-mobile/index.php?utm_source=census&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=mobile_app
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Business Formation Statistics 

Business Application Series
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Business Formation Statistics 

• Business Applications (BA): Removes all applications that are:
• Trusts, estates, tax-liens
• Certain agricultural, financial, and private household filings (volatile and low transition)
• Public entities (e.g. state and local governments)
• Missing state information and outside of 50 state or DC
• Concentrated filing spikes (financial filings that correspond to 25 or more applications in the same 

weekly application cycle, same zip code, same 6-digit industry code)
• High-Propensity Business Applications (HBA): Applications with relatively high transition 

rates to employer businesses
• From corporate entities
• Indicate hiring employees, purchasing a business or changing organizational type
• Provide a date for first-wages paid/planned
• In manufacturing, retail, health care and restaurants/food service

• Business Applications with Planned Wages (WBA)
• Business Applications from Corporations (CBA)

Business Application Series
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• Business Formations within 4 Quarters 

• Projected Business Formations within 4 Quarters 

• Spliced Business Formations within 4 Quarters 

• Average Duration (in Quarters) from Business Application to Formation within 4 
Quarters 

Business Formation Series

Business Formation Statistics 

To read more about the Business Formation Series, visit -
https://www.census.gov/econ/bfs/methodology.html
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Business Formation Statistics 
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Business Formation Statistics 
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Business Formation Statistics 
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Business Formation Statistics 
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Business Formation Statistics 

Accessing the BFS

https://www.census.gov/econ/bfs/index.html
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Business Formation Statistics 

• Time Series Data

• Geographic Visualizations

• Interactive Graphs

• Past Releases

BFS – ‘Data’ tab (https://www.census.gov/econ/bfs/index.html)
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Business Formation Statistics 

BFS – ‘Data’ tab (https://www.census.gov/econ/bfs/index.html)
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Business Formation Statistics 
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Business Formation Statistics 
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Business Formation Statistics 
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Business Formation Statistics 
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Business Formation Statistics 



Additional BFS Series In the Future
• Business applications are correlated with local economic activity (e.g. 

city-level house price changes, county-level employment growth, shale 
activity, etc..) 

• Potential future series: 
• More granular geography (county, MSA)
• Industry series (at least broad NAICS sectors)

• Companion paper for details: 
Bayard, Dinlersoz, Dunne, Haltiwanger, Miranda, Stevens (2018) -
(https://www.census.gov/library/working-papers/2018/adrm/bfs_FEB2018.html)
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Business Formation Statistics 
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Tracking Changes During the 
COVID-19 Pandemic

Resources -

To download data:
https://portal.census.gov/pulse/data/#
downloads

Frequently Asked Questions:
https://portal.census.gov/pulse/data/#
help

Contact Us:
Econ.pulse.data@census.gov

Small Business Pulse 
Survey

Small Business Pulse Survey

https://portal.census.gov/pulse/data/#downloads
https://portal.census.gov/pulse/data/#help


21

Small Business Pulse Survey
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Business Pulse Survey Weekly Results  Small Business Pulse Survey
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Resources:

To download data:
https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/abs/data.html

Technical Documentations:
https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/abs/technical-
documentation.html

Related sites:
https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/abs/about/related-sites.html

Annual
Business
Survey

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/abs/data.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/abs/technical-documentation.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/abs/about/related-sites.html
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Annual Business Survey (ABS)

• Frequency – annually (First release, May 19, 2020)

• Includes Economic and Demographic characteristics

• Business characteristics of businesses and business 
owners by sex, ethnicity, race, and veteran status

• Content incorporate a new set of questions for each 
survey year

Access to the Annual 
Business Survey data 

• data.census.gov

• https://www.census. 
gov/programs-
surveys/abs.html

Annual Business Survey
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Annual Business Survey

Add interesting facts and/or 
data about the survey here.Add interesting facts and/or 

data about the survey here.
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Annual Business Survey



29

Annual Business Survey
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https://covid19.census.gov/

COVID-19 Data Hub

https://covid19.census.gov/
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COVID-19 Data Hub
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COVID-19 Data Hub
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COVID-19 Data Hub
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New Way to Search Census Data –
data.census.gov

Access to Data
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Access to Data
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Q & A and Thank You!
Contact Information:

Lynda Lee

301-763-3044

Lynda.lee@census.gov

For detailed questions concerning the 2020 Decennial, contact:

301-763-INFO or 800-923-8282 

To schedule additional training with a Census Data Dissemination 

Specialist in your area, please call 844-Ask-Data

Or email us at:  census.askdata@census.gov
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