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Short Plats

TOOL PROFILE

Objectives
Housing Options in 
Expensive Markets
Missing Middle Density

Type of Tool
Other Regulatory Tools

Project Type
Single family
Ownership

Affordablility
Market-rate incentives and 
tools

Short subdivisions are defined as plats with up to four lots. Any 
city or town can increase the maximum number of lots to nine. 
Counties planning under the Growth Management Act may 
also do the same within the urban growth area (RCW 58.17.020 
(6)). Increasing the number of lots allowed in a short plat can 
help to streamline the permit process.

BACKGROUND
Because council and public involvement are not required for short plat 
approval, increasing the maximum number of lots can simplify the plat 
approval process for relatively lower impact development, and result 
in cost savings for developers that can be passed to future home 
buyers. State law still requires administrative approval for short plats, 
but individual jurisdictions may tailor their ordinances to meet local 
needs. Jurisdictions should consider the impact of raising the maximum 
number of lots on vested development and the lack of required public 
and council review.

Expanding your short plat ordinance and coupling it with 
other development regulations like cottage housing, small lot 
development, flexible development regulations or zero lot line 
development can further facilitate the construction of more housing 
choices in your community.

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=58.17.020
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=58.17.020
https://www.psrc.org/media/2024
https://www.psrc.org/media/2062
https://www.psrc.org/media/2062
https://www.psrc.org/media/2032
https://www.psrc.org/media/2068
https://www.psrc.org/media/2068
https://www.psrc.org/media/3212
https://www.psrc.org/media/3212
https://www.psrc.org/media/3215



